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choose the proper moment to strike. Until that moment, Lenin
was careful to exploit the status of legality in order to carry on
his propaganda for overthrow, and to accumulate weapons.
After the abrupt turn had been made from critical collaboration
to outright opposition, it was not easy to restrain the Bolshevik
rank and file, its periphery and sympathizers, from precipitating
matters prematurely. If one shoots at a king, one must not miss.
And if an insurrection is begun, it is death to fail. Lenin, there-
fore, was compelled to keep a very close check on the more
exuberant of his followers as well as on the mass outbursts that
rose periodically as a consequence of delay in meeting the urgent,
immediate demands of workers and peasants. He had to forestall
an attempt to seize power when the chances were unfavourable
for winning it, or holding it after it was won.
During the June days, and much more so during early July,
extremist sentiment was rife in influential sections of the Petro-
§
rad working class and military garrison. Even some of the
olshevik leaders were toying with the idea of giving the signal
for an all-out attack against the Kerensky Government. It was
Lenin who held them back. He warned that they would be
unable to finish what they started, that they would be crushed,
and that the opportunity to strike for power would be lost,
- perhaps forever. Even so, a considerable number of workers
got out of control and appeared on the streets with rifles in their
hands. Although they had tried to call off this demonstration,
which was largely the result of their previous agitation, the
Bolshevik Party at Lenin's command placed itself at its head in
order to prevent it from going over into open insurrection.
The Bolsheviks were successful in this. But because the Party
had taken public responsibility for the armed demonstration,
their apparatus was forced underground and they suffered a
considerable loss of political influence on the masses; They
regained their influence and partially emerged from illegality
only after Kornilov attempted his coup d'etat from the right
against the Kerensky Government.
(c) The most decisive period in Lenin's career of mastery
over the Bolshevik Party was the very eve of the October
Revolution. Although in hiding, Lenin kept in close touch with
the moods of the discontented soldiery and peasants. He was
well informed of the disposition of military forces in and about
the capital. The Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party,
having learned the lesson of the July days, was inclined to go

